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Port applauds expansion of Foreign Trade 

Zone 
 

TAMPA, Fla.—The Tampa Port Authority applauded the Foreign–Trade Zone Board for their decision to 

approve Foreign Trade Zone (FTZ) No. 79 to administratively restructure and expand their service area to 

include both Hillsborough and Polk Counties. The decision will also reduce the timeframe for the combined 

federal and local FTZ approval process.   

 

“The decision by the Foreign Trade Zone Board to expand the Foreign Trade Zone to include Hillsborough and 

Polk Counties will help continue economic growth for the entire Tampa Bay region. This will give businesses 

both large and small a valuable strategic tool to compete in markets around the world” Paul Anderson, Tampa’s 

CEO and Port Director, said. 

 

About Port of Tampa 

One of the nation’s largest and most diversified seaports, the Port of Tampa is the largest economic engine in 

west-central Florida, responsible for nearly 80,000 jobs and $15 billion in annual economic impact.  Tampa is 

Florida’s largest cargo tonnage port, as well as a premier cruise home port and hub for shipyard activity.  For 

more information about the Port of Tampa, visit www.tampaport.com.   

 

About Foreign-Trade Zone No. 79 

Established in 1982 by the United States Department of Commerce, FTZ No. 79 is one of 20 zones 

in the State of Florida and part of a network of zones throughout the 50 states and Puerto Rico. 

FTZ No. 79 is administered by the Foreign-Trade Zone No. 79 Board, Inc. on behalf of the City of 

Tampa, who initially received federal authorization for zone activity in 1982. Foreign-Trade Zone 

No. 79 Board, Inc. consists of representatives from the City of Tampa, Hillsborough County, the 

Hillsborough County Aviation Authority, the Tampa Port Authority, the Tampa Hillsborough 

Economic Development Corporation, and the private sector. For additional information, visit 

www.tampaftz.com. 
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