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Europe - South Africa v.v. trade - SAECS Service enhancement 

 

HONG KONG 10 Sep, 2013 - To meet changing requirements in the trade between Europe and 

South Africa, both for dry and reefer cargo, and improve the quality of the service product offered, the 

SAECS Member Lines - DAL, Maersk, MOL and Safmarine - are pleased to announce the merging 

of the current SAECS service with the MedShuttle/225 service. The enhanced joint service will 

operate with larger sized vessels and the weekly named day frequency will continue to be 

maintained by 8 vessels with the transit times between North Europe and South Africa largely 

unchanged. 

 

In northern Europe and South Africa the port rotations will remain unchanged but will be 

supplemented by calls at Algeciras on both the southbound and northbound voyages improving 

transit times from Mediterranean to South Africa v.v. 

 

The replacement of the current SAECS fleet of vessels will begin in January 2014 and is expected to 

be completed by the end of March 2014. 

 

As part of this service enhancement program the Med Shuttle / 225 Service operated by Maersk/ 

Safmarine between Algeciras and South Africa on which MOL and DAL participate as slot charterers 

will be terminated during the 4th Quarter 2013. Algeciras calls will be added to SAECS core service 

when MedShuttle/225 is suspended continuing to provide weekly service to/from the Mediterranean. 

 

This service enhancement program reaffirms, in continuation of the long tradition of the SAECS 

service on the trade between Europe and South Africa, that the member lines are committed to 

continue to provide and maintain a first class reliable service which is structured and operated to best 

meet the requirements of the trade overall. 

 

Notes to Editors 

THE Southern Africa Europe Container Service (SAECS) member lines, Safmarine, Maersk Line, Deutsche 

Afrika Linien (DAL) and MOL 

 

About MOL 

MOL is one of the world’s largest multi-modal transport companies, operating 900 vessels and employing a workforce 

in excess of 9,200 worldwide. MOL operates one of the largest and most diverse networks of liner and logistics services 

around the globe, including weekly Transpacific, Transatlantic, Americas and Asia-Europe services.  Please visit the 

company’s website at www.MOLpower.com.      

 

For further information, please contact: 
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Vice President, Network Planning 

MOL Liner Ltd. 

Tel: 852-2823-8036 

hkhkglnt@mol-liner.com 

Sam Jude 

Image Line Communications Ltd. 

Tel + 44 (0) 20 7689 9009 

Email sam@imageline.co.uk 
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