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Robust December Helps Port 
Complete Second Best Year in its 

History; Handles 2.1 Million TEUs  
Norfolk – The recently completed year will go down as the second-best year in the history of The 
Port of Virginia in terms of cargo volume, with the port posting increases in seven categories it uses 
to measure cargo moving across the state-owned terminals. 

Most notably, the port handled 2,105,887 TEUs, an increase of 9.8 percent when compared with 
2011; only 22,479 TEUS separated 2012 from 2007, which is the port’s best year on record for 
TEUs. 

“The Port of Virginia posted an 18.9 percent increase in containers and a 20.4 percent increase in 
TEUs handled in December 2012 compared to 2011,” said Rodney W. Oliver, the Virginia Port 
Authority’s interim executive director. “That made the sixth month in 2012 in which the port 
recorded a double-digit monthly increase year-over-year and the eleventh consecutive month of 
positive growth year-over-year in these two categories.” 

The 2012 cargo total and the percentage of increase over 2011 are: 

• TEUs: 2,105,887, up 9.8% 
• Containers: 1,209,822, up 9.8% 
• General Cargo Tonnage: 17,513,093, up 12.1% 
• Total Rail Containers: 385,804, up 16.8 % 
• Barge Containers: 8,009, up 82.5% 
• Ship Calls: 1,963, up 7.4% 
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• Vehicle Units: 40,031, up 28.5% 

“I’m extremely proud of what we accomplished in 2012,” Oliver said. “We had two near strikes, 
Superstorm Sandy, diverted cargo and several other projects that required our immediate attention 
throughout the year. With all of those distractions we performed admirably and everyone should be 
proud.” 

The port’s strong performance throughout the year was capped-off by a busy December. In that 
month the port handled 185,750 TEUs, an increase of 20.4 percent when compared with totals from 
the same month in 2011. The month's container total was 106,005 units and the general cargo 
tonnage (figure includes container and breakbulk) was 1,545,673 short tons. Total rail containers 
handled in December were 34,276, which is an 18.8 percent increase when compared with the same 
month in 2011. 

The number of containers moved between the Port of Richmond and the Hampton Roads Harbor 
on the 64 Express barge service in December was 689, an increase of 23.3 percent when compared 
with the same month in 2011. 

Calendar year TEU totals, 2012 vs. 2011:  

• December 2012 = 185,750 
• December 2011 = 154,300 
• November 2012 = 198,720  
• November 2011 = 163,945  
• October 2012 = 175,330  
• October 2011 = 172,776  
• September 2012 = 182,318  
• September 2011 = 164,050  
• August 2012 = 188,658  
• August 2011 = 151,975  
• July 2012 = 180,834  
• July 2011 – 167,076  
• June 2012 = 168,430  
• June 2011 = 151,449  
• May 2012 = 178,584  
• May 2011 =158,539  
• April 2012 = 169,644  
• April 2011 = 161,254  
• March 2012 = 166,719  
• March 2011 = 159,754  
• February 2012 = 157,050  
• February 2011 = 153,646  



• January 2012 = 154,300  
• January 2011 = 159,265  

# # # 

The Virginia Port Authority (VPA) is a political subdivision and public instrumentality of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, reporting its operations and finances to the Governor and the 
General Assembly through the Office of the Secretary of Transportation. The VPA owns and 
operates four general cargo facilities on behalf of the state: Norfolk International Terminals, 
Portsmouth Marine Terminal, Newport News Marine Terminal and the Virginia Inland Port 
in Warren County. In addition, the VPA leases and operates APM Terminals in Portsmouth 
and the Port of Richmond.  
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